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SERIOUS ADDRESS 
The COMMON COUNCIL 
| OF 
The City of LON D O N, 
CONCERNING 


The ELECTION of the 


City RRPRESENTATIVES in Parliament. 
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A COMMON COUNCIL-MAN. 
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Tis Time we ſhould decree 
What Courſe to take —— and not 

Sit here, delib'rating in cold Debates, 

If we ſhould ſacrifice our Lives to Honour, 
Or wear them out in Servitude and Chains ; 
Rouſe up for Shame! 


Caro, Ad II. Scene 1. 
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ADDRESS, Ge. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E Septennial Period, when 
the Nation is commanded by 
the Sovereign Guardian of our 

Liberties, to elect PROPER Re- 

preſentatives to communicate the Sentiments 
of his Subjects on the Poſture of Affairs, to 
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[2] 
redreſs Grievances, to obviate Innovations, 
to ſtrengthen the Hands of Majeſty, and 
to guard the Throne from the pernicious 
Breath of weak and corrupt Miniſters; more 
particularly calls upon this great and opulent 
CiTY, whoſe Trade and Navigation, Com- 
merce and Property, may juſtly be ſaid to 
balance the whole Iſland of GREAT BR1- 
TAIN; and whoſe Example, in the laudable 
Cauſe of their Country, is well known to 
carry a mighty Influence towards animating 
the moſt diſtant Electors in the Kingdom, to 
guard againſt the Inſinuations and baſe Ar- 
tifices of ſuch Candidates, as have forfeited 
their Eſteem by Mal-Practices in any Sta- 
tion, ſervile Obedience to Ml Influence, 
or Inability to promote or maintain the In- 
tereſt and Dignity of their Conſtituents. 


. Tuls is the Time, Gentlemen, that gives 
your Fellow- Citizens the only effectual Op- 
portunity to ſignify their Approbation or 
Diſlike, both of the Men whom they had 
entruſted 


31 


entruſted with their former Sentiments, and 
with the Guardianſhipof their Liberties, and 
of the Meaſures They have purſued to pro- 


mote and maintain them with Dignity and 
Advantage to their Electors; to ſcrutinize 


into their paſt Conduct, as Magiſtrates, and 
Members of a Britifh Parliament; and, by 
- Your particular Care and Aſſiſtance, to ſet 
every Candidate's Tranſactions in fo true 
and juſt a Light, that each of them may find 
the Reception from his Pellow-Citizens 
which ſhall be ſtritly due to His Mort, 
whether they be Good or Evil. 


I SAY; Gentlemen, this intereſting Scrutiny 
is particularly owing to Your Care and 
Aſſiſtance: For notwithſtanding the degrad- 


ing Tongue of the M——1 Advocates, 
who by their Inſinuations to deſtroy the Dig- 
nity, endeavour to deprive the City of that 
Energetic Power of the Common Councir, 
which has at all Times watched againſt the 
Attempts of the C—t to ſurpriſe the Li- 

4 berties 
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berties of their Fellow-Citizens, oppoſed all 
arbitrary Proceedings, and ſtem'd the Tor- 
rent of uſurping Power and Corruption un- 
der the Management of the moſt corrupt 
M-n-ft-rs; VE are the WarCHMEN, on 
whoſe Wiſdom and Integrity our Safety 
depends; and if You could be lulled afleep, or 
rendered inactive by any Artifices, Danger 
muſt enſue to the Whole. Yr muſt be al- 
| lowed to be the molt reſpectable Body of 
| Men in the whole Realm; and, when aſ- 
ſembled with the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men at Guildball, You, not only in your 
Form, but in your Capacity or Power to 
levy Money, by way of Taxes, on your 
Fellow-Citizens, bear the neareſt Reſem- 
blance to the moſt auguſt Aſſembly of 
the King, Lords, and Commons, in Par- 
liament. And whatever invidious Reflec- 
tions are thrown out upon You by a deſþe- 
rate and deſpairing Party, that is not wor- 
thy of Your Favour, it is the Glory of our 
City, and the Joy of every true-hearted Ci- 

FE 8 tizen 
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tizen, that You are not to be bribed; nor are 
| You choſen upon the faſhionable, flaviſh 
1 Scheme of Bribery and Corruption, but by 
| the Affection of your Neighbours. So that 


whatever You do for the common Intereſt, 
it is borne up by your Conſtituents againſt all 
Oppoſition ; and when each of You, at Pre- 
cin Meetings, think it neceſſary for the 
Public Good to collect their Sentiments, You 
then eminently ſhine in the Character of 
Council for the City : And diſcharge the Truſt 
repoſed in You with the greateſt Fidelity, 
5 when with Candor, and without Diſguiſe, 
You lay before them ſuch Things, which 
: ought to recommend a Candidate to their q 
Favour and Choice, or to exclude him from 

their Regard for ever. 


PeRMIT me, therefore, to addreſs You, 
Gentlemen of the Common Council, for a vi- 
gorous Exertion of your Abilities, both in | 
your private and incorporated Capacity. Now 4 
it is in your Power to unravel the Intrigues 9 


af 


HE 
of a Faction, that, in order to fap our Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State, treat our Ma- 
giſtrates with Contempt; and, in their pri- 
vate Cabals, hold the venerable Authority of 
your Court in Deriſion.Vou muſt be ſen- 
ſible alſo of their many Artifices, and of the 


5 Activity with which they lie in wait to de- 


ceive, and compel ſome of our Fellow-Citi- 
zens, for want of better Information, to give 
their Voice for ONE, who has highly abuſed 
the Truſt repoſed in him by this City at a 
former Election; who, contrary to the Senſe 
and Intereſt of the Nation in general, and 
the Intention and expreſs Direction of his 
Corporation in particular, attempted to over- 
throw the Decree of the Almighty, by join- 
ing with a corrupt M-n-ſt-r, to give a 
Place of Settlement to a People, whom God 
has caſt out ; whom He has ſtamped with 
Marks of his divine Diſpleaſure and Ven- 
geance, and whom He has pronounced 
to be a vagabond People for ever 
Who gave his Voice for an Act, which 

| reſtrains 
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reſtrains God's Firſt Command, to increaſe 
and multiply, in that State which is honour- 
able among all Men, according to the 
Goſpel Covenant ; and which eſpecially is in- 
tended for a Scourge to. the Clergy, wha 
muſt either reſolve not to exerciſe that Part 
of their Function, or expoſe themſelves toa 
dangerous Profecution for Felony, from 
every M-n-ſt-I Advocate, or litigious Pa- 
riſhioner:—And, if common Fame may be 
credited for once, This is the Man who is 
contriving to extend the Exciſe to private 
Families, who brew their own Small Beer. 


% 


NEe1THER can You forget the Meanneſs 
of another Petitioner, whoſe mercenary 
Views, and Readineſs to graſp at arbitrary 


Power in the Court of Aldermen, ought for 
ever to exclude him from our Affections; 
though he addreſſes us with fair Promiles, 
to act in the Senate of the Nation as be- 


comes a free, faithful, and diſintereſted Re- | 


- preſentatrve of this City. 


L 
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I NEED not inform You, that the Voice of 
the City, in that auguſt Aſſembly of above 
Five Thouſand of our Fellow-Citizens, has 
already excluded their Pretenſions to your 
Favour in the enſuing Election; and it is to 
be hoped, that none of Us are ſo abandoned to 
our real Intereſt, as to yield to the Influ- 
ence of a Ct Recommendation, or to the 
Artifices of thoſe Parliament-Brokers, who 
negociate Chains with the Price of Corrup- 
tion, to deſtroy our Freedom. 


HEeNce, Gentlemen, I conjure You, in the 
Name of a Free Briton, and a Citizen 
of London; in the Behalf of Liberty and the 
Laws, by which our happy Conſtitution 
ſubſiſts; and in the Name of every Fellow- 
Citizen, who deſpiſeth both the Bribe, and 
the Perſon that takes or offers it; call your 
Precindts together, and after the laudable 
and glorious Example of the PREVIOUS 
MEETING, collect the Sentiments of 
your Conſtituents, and aſſiſt them to form 
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[9] 
a true Idea of the Merits and Conduct of 
thoſe who aſk their Vote and Intereſt, Ex- 
plain to them the [qty of Bribery and 
Corruption; the Danger of chuſing Ct 
Favourites; the Hazard, which not only 
this City but the whole Nation lately ran, 
by the Veakneſs or Depravity of thoſe Mem- 
bers of P-rl-m-nt, who &d:/erted the Cauſe 
of Liberty, refuſed to carry up and enforce 
the Opinion and Direction of their Co x- 
STITUENTS, and endeavoured to maintain a 
private Intereſt in the Pr-me M-n-ſt-r, at the 
Expence of our own and our Country's Ho- 
nour and Freedom. By this Means, Vou 


will ſhew yourſelves, what I am ſure moſt 
of You are, Men of Probity and Intereſt in 


your ſeveral Wards, and Men reſpected by 
your Conſtituents and Neighbours; nor need 


You fear being ſufficiently joined, when 
the Senſe of your City has been ſo fully taken 
by ſuch a previous Meeting; the moſt re- 
markable, not only for Numbers, but that 
thoſe Numbers were compoſed of moſt of 


C your 
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your own Body, and by far the moſt re- 
ſpectable Sort of your Fellow-Citizens: No 
clearer Proof of which can be had, than the 
great Order and Decency with which 
Buſineſs was there tranſacted by ſo large 
an Aſſembly. Your worthy CHAIRMAN 
ought not to loſe his Reward, whoſe Be- 
haviour was ſuch, as would have added 
Luſtre to the Character of an old Roman 
Senator. 


Yov, by your Public Office in this Corpora- 
tion, are not only the Mouth to declare the Re- 
ſolution of the Precinct Meetings under your 
reſpective Charge; but to guard your Con- 
ftituents, as much as lies in your Power, 
from all Impoſition, by entering into the 
Merits of the Buſineſs before Vou, and giv- 
ing them a fair and impartial Relation of 
ſuch Things as have come to your Know- 
ledge, which may in any wiſe deſerve the 
Attention of the Electors, or affect the In- 
tereſt of the Public Welfare. 

Tuus, 
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Tus, does any One perſiſt to aſk our 
Votes, whom the previous Mevting at Guild- 


Hall has rejected from the CIT LIST of 


Candidates, and is known to have deſerted 
the Cauſe of Liberty, ſupported corrupt 


| Meaſures, yielded to M-n-it-] Influence, 
preferred his private Judgment to that of the 


whole Corporation, oppoſed the Sentiments 
and the expreſs Inſtructions delivered to him 
by his Conſtituents, and thereby loſt all the 
Weight and Importance which ought to be 
maintained in the Senate of Great Britain 
by a City-Member? You ought not, You 
muſt not let ſuch a Conduct paſs unno- 
ticed. —Is he recommended by the Court? 
Is he a Place-Man of the Time, or by De- 
puty, or in Expectation? Or has he pro- 
ſtituted the Truſt repoſed in him by this 
City, to procure a Commiſion in the Cuſtoms 
for a Relation, Friend, or Dependent? Do 
You remember any one of the Petitioners ſo 
{cl{-ſufficient and over-bearing, as to ſet the 

3 whole 
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| your own Body, and by far the -moſt re- 


ſpectable Sort of your Fellow-Citizens: No 


clearer Proof of which can be had, than the 
great Order and Decency with which 


Buſineſs was there tranſacted by fo large 


an Aſſembly. Your worthy CHAIRMAN 
ought not to loſe his Reward, whoſe Be- 
haviour was ſuch, as would have added 
Luſtre to the Character of an old Roman 
Senator. 


Yov, by your Public Office in this Cor pora- 


Lion, are not only the Mouth to declare the Re- 


ſolution of the Precinct Meetings under your 
reſpective Charge; but to guard your Con- 
flituents, as much as lies in your Power, 
from all Impoſition, by entering into the 


Merits of the Buſineſs before You, and giv- 


ing them a fair and impartial Relation of 


ſuch Things as have come to your Know- 


ledge, which may in any wiſe deſerve the 


Attention of the Electors, or affect the In- 


tereſt of the Public Welfare. 
Tus, 


| Meaſures, yielded to M-n-ſt-1 Influence, 


and the expreſs Inſtructions delivered to him 


maintained in the Senate of Great Britain 


ticed. Is he recommended by the Court? 


puty, or in Expectation ? Or has he pro- 


for a Relation, Friend, or Dependent? Do 
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Tuus, does any One perſiſt to aſk our 
Votes, whom the previous Meeting at Guild- 
hall has rejected from the CITY LIST of 
Candidates, and is known to have deſerted 
the Cauſe of Liberty, ſupported corrupt 


preferred his private Judgment to that of the 
whole Corporation, oppoſed the Sentiments 


by his Conſtituents, and thereby loſt all the . 
Weight and Importance which ought to be 


by a City-Member? You ought not, You 
muſt not let ſuch a Conduct paſs unno- 


Is he a Place-Man of the Time, or by De- 


ſtituted the Truſt repoſed in him by this 
City, to procure a Commiſſion in the Cuſtoms 


You remember any one of the Petitioners ſo 
{li-ſuftcient and over- bearing, as to ſet the 
C 2 whole 
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whole Conrt of Common Council at Defiance ; 
or to be the only One of the Corporation then 
aſſembled, who held up a /ngle Hand; and 
the only One that ſpoke againſt the City Ad- 
dreſs for oppoſing the Jewo- Bill? And can 
You conceal that Iniquity which was openly 
tranſacted in your Sight, and deſtroys the 
very Idea of a true Repreſentative. of any 
People; whoſe. Duty is to follow their In- 
ſtructions, when it is thought proper to de- 
liver them in ſo public a Manner by the 
Corporation, notwithſtanding any new, 
ſlaviſh, M-n-ſt-r-1 Doctrine to the contrary ? 
Have You experienced the Man, who once 
fat in the higheſt Chair of Honour and Power 
within this City, and preferred a ſmall Fee 
of Half a Crown, or Two Shillings, to the 
public Benefit of the Corporation in a Caſe 
of great Emergency? Does ſuch a Man aſk 
your Vote, who joined with a deſpotic Com- 
bination to invade our Charter'd Liberties, 
by oppoſing the Confirmation of the unani- 
mous Election of an Alderman in the Ward 
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E 
of B te; who, notwithſtanding any AG 
ſeverations to the contrary, is beyond Con- 
tradition proved to be recommended from 
St es, in the moſt abject Stile of a 
Female Pen; and that by the Orders (as is 
there ſaid) of a Miniſter of State? I fay, 
can You point out ſuch Petitioners as theſe, 
and forbear to publiſh their Abilities, Quali- 
| fications, and Recommendations in ſuch a 
Manner, as your Fellow-Citizens may not 
be ſurpriſed, nor deceived, into a Choice of 
unworthy, corrupt, mercenary, and arbi- 
uy Repreſentatives? ? 


In General; Does any Brewer, or Difil- 
ler, petition for your Intereſt, to gain a Seat 
in Parliament ; and won't it deſerve one ſe- 
rious Reflection, whether Gentlemen Brew- 
ers, or Diſtillers, who for wiſe and good 
| Reaſons, are in many Caſes excluded by the 
Legiſlature from acting under the Com- 
miſſion of the Peace, can be thought pro- 
„per Perſons to repreſent this Metropolis in 

the 


| [14] 
the ſupreme Court of the Kingdom? Can 
they be ſuſpected of Mal-PraQtices, or to 
proſtitute the Laws for private Gain, under 
the Power of an inferior Commiſſion; and 
yet be deemed, in Reaſon and Equity, pro- 
per Members of the High Court of Parlia- 
ment, where our Laws are enacted? Can 
it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch ſiſpected Perſons 
diveſt themſelves of all private, lucrative, 
arbitrary, and mercenary Views, the Mo- 
ment they ſtep out of their Compting- 
Houſes; and are fo purified by the Air of 
St Stephens's Chapel, as to breath nothing 
but Liberty, Self-Denial, Public Good, and 
Oppoſition to all M-n-ſt-r-l Influence? Is 
it not much rather to be feared, that Theſe 
are more under the corrupt Influence, and 
more liable to the Temptations of a corrupt 
M-n-ſt-r, than any other Traders? For 
certainly, the Laws of Exciſe, as now exe- 
cuted, put them more in his Power, toſhew 
his Reſentment by a ſtrict Severity, or his 
Friendſhip by an Order to take their Stock, 
| | it 


[75 ] 
it may be in the Compting-Houſe, inſtead 
of a more proper Place: A Suppoſition 
which will ſcarce admit of any Doubt, among 
a People jealous of their Liberties, when 
they are informed of that ſlaviſh Declara- 
tion of a Brewer, in the late P-rl- m- t, who, 
contrary to the Freedom of your Fel- 
low-Citizens, aſſerted, That he was never 
better pleaſed, than when he ſaw an Exciſe- 
man come into his Houſe. 


In a Word; let it be aſked, How has 
your Petitioner behaved in the Offices he has 
borne as a Magiſtrate? Or what Uſe has he 
made of his Influence on former Occaſions 
among his Fellow-Citizens ? Has he ever 
before had a Seat in Parliament? How 
did he then behave? Was he tempted, and 
did he not fall? Has he any Kinſman, or 
Friends, provided for by the mr 
through his Means? 


Svc 
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Sucn is the Conſequence of a ſpeedy A p- 
plication of You Gentlemen of the Common 
Council, in your ſeveral Precin&s, for diſ- 
couraging all Attempts to zmpoſe any Perſon 
on this great City, in the Character of its 
Repreſentative in Parliament, who, having 
by his Obſequiouſneſs to a corrupt and 
changling Miniſter, forfeited that Eſteem, 
which alone ſhould recommend him to fo 
high a Truſt, continues to diſturb the Peace 
of the City, by inviting private Cabals to 
oppoſe that UNanimiTy, by which the 
Citizens of London have always diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſelves againſt Corruption and Sla- 
very; and by which he has been already re- 
zefted at the PREvious MEETING. 


AND ſurely, Gentlemen, the Treatment 
which both You and your PETITION have 
met with in a certain Houſe, muſt rouſe a 
true Spirit in every Liveryman; I mean 
not the Spirit of Party and Faction, but of 


Proper 
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__ and ſe aſonable Reſentme nf, to the In- 


ſults and Affronts of thoſe arbitrary Place- 
men and Courtiers, who, in a more brutiſh 
Diale& than that of a late Miniſter, who 


ruined his Cauſe by calling Us Sturdy Beg- 

gars, treat us now with the ignominious 
Name of Scabby Sheep; and ſcrupled not to 
propoſe to hurl your Petition under the 
Table: A Motion that cannot paſs unreſent- 
ed! And which no Time-ſerving Place-man 
(eſpecially One who himſelf very lately ſat 


as a Servant at that Table) had ever before the 


1 nſolence to make. 


FAIL not to be expeditious in collecting 
the Sentiments of your Conſtituents. 


FoLLow their Viſtructions punctually. 
Be /teady in the Cauſe of Liberty. 


Do the utmoſt of your Power to keep 


out all Judaizing Cbriſtians; — Mercenary 


Magiſtrates ;—Time-ſerving Changlings; — 
D Lovers 


[38 ] 
Lovers of Exciſe Schemes; —and every Per- 
ſon, who has acted contrary to his former 
Declarations, to the Public Good, and to 
the poſitive Inſtructions, and particular In- 
zereſt of this City. And let Us endeavour, 
for once, to revive the Lex Talionis; a Law, 
the Equity of which was never diſputed; 
that he who /ingly oppoſed, and held up a 
Jingle Hand againſt your whole Corporation, 
may, at the next Common Hall, have only 


a /ingle Hand held up for him. 


POSTS CALEK 


1 T alſo highly merits the Attention of 

every free-born Engliſhman, to guard 

_ againſt that Spirit of Tyranny which fo 

openly diſcovers itſelf in the Sticꝶlers for 

thoſe Perſons, whom the Previous Meeting 
| of 
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of our Fellow-Citizens has precluded from 


our Favour in the enſuing Election. For 
inſtead of giving the Electors of this Metro- 
polis any categorical Reply, to the reaſon- 
able Queries they have a Right to make to 
certain Gentlemen, and their Abettors, for 
the Satisfaction of the Public; Don't they 
purſue the corrupt and arbitrary Meaſures 
of Such, who have often attempted to lull 
the Nation aſleep, in order to rob them of 
their Natural Freedom, by firſt depriving 
them of the Liberty of the Preſs? What 
a State muſt we fall into, if the Channels of 
Knowledge and Information be thus cut 
off; and the uſual Conveyance of Public 
Intelligence interrupted by the Influence of 
a Party, whoſe Deeds are 6 Evil, that 
they, not able to bear the Light, are re- 
duced to this unhappy Dilemma, to confeſs 
their Guilt, or to reſt on the J ntereſt and 
mean Artifices of the Proprietors and Prin- 
ters of the Daily Papers, who now take 
upon themſelves to judge for the Public 
FS 7 in 
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in general, by refuſing the Publication of 
fiich Queries and Anecdotes, as are neceſſary 
for the Preſervation of the Freedom of 
Elections; and which not being fairly and 
candidiy anſwered, have already FAS, Toon 
the Previous Meeting to return Sir John 
Barnard, Slingſby Bethell, Eſq; Sir Richard 
Glyn, and William Beckford, Eſq; as the 
moſt proper Perſons to repreſent this Opu- 
lent and Free City in the BRITISH Parlia- 


ment, and not only then, but mult for ever 


exclude thoſe in the Oppoſition, till they can, 
in a more juſtifiable Manner, acquit them- 


ſelves of thoſe Imputations which they 


vainly endeavour to conceal oy indirect 
Means. 


Ir any Perſon, or his Tranſactions, have 
been miſrepreſented to their Injury, why 
don't they fairly clear them up, and appeal 
to the diſintereſted Judgment of their Fel- 
low-Citizens, whoſe Votes and Intereſt they 
follicit? If they have nothing to conceal, 


nor 


b 


nor done any Thing to deſerve the Blame 
of this City, why do they endeavour to flop 
the Public Conveyance of Information? If 
they are Friends to Liberty, and hate arbi- 
trary Power, and mercenary Views, why 
do they; add his to the other Allegations 
againſt their Integrity, That they who en- 
deavour to flop the Preſs, may truly be ſuſ- 
pected of a Defign, whenever Opportuni ty may 
ſerve, to join with thoſe who would enſlave 
the Nation? For they who dare now, in 
an artful and ſecret Manner, endeavour to 
deprive us of the Liberty to expoſe Corrup- 
tion in Print, will never ſeruple to lend a 
Hand, totally 2% ſhut up the Preſs, and, 
conſequently, to overthrow any Rights or 
1 11 vileges of their Conſtituents, 
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